Framingham resident Barbara Larson will do a set of “comedic cabaret’’ next Wednesday at the Amazing Things Arts Center. (Wayne dion)
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By day, she’s a Framingham-based interior designer, but for as long as Barbara Larson can remember, she has enjoyed entertaining audiences by singing cabaret-style songs. And next Wednesday, she’ll take on a new role as a comedy performer, when for the first time she headlines at the Amazing Things Arts Center’s Open Mique Comedy Night.

Larson calls the genre she’ll be debuting Wednesday “comedic cabaret.’’ “I don’t do stand-up,’’ she said. “I sing songs that make people laugh.’’ As an example, she’s looking forward to performing a song called “Co-dependent With You.’’

The format of the Amazing Things open-mike night is the same from week to week, said host David Hornfischer. One headliner is recruited ahead of time to warm up the crowd with a 30-minute set; after that semiprofessional appearance, audience members are encouraged to take the floor.

“I enjoy singing songs about the quirks of human nature. I find that very funny,’’ said Larson. “I don’t write my own material. I find my songs by visiting music websites and also through other people. I’m known for this kind of music; people think of me in terms of comedic songs, so other singers send me material they think I’ll like performing. I’m always on the lookout for new music to incorporate into my repertoire.’’

Larson, who will be accompanied by pianist Tom LaMark, hopes that the audience will do more than just enjoy her set. It is an open mike, after all.

“I do want people to come and have a good time,’’ she said. “To laugh is a healthy and fun thing to do, and it’s something we need more of in our lives. But I also hope more people will give comedy a try themselves. It takes a lot of courage to get up there on the stage and perform, but I encourage anyone who feels a burning desire to do it to give it a try.’’

The show begins Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $6 general admission; $5 for members. Amazing Things Arts Center is at 160 Hollis St. in downtown Framingham.

For tickets or more information, call 508-405-2787 or go to www.amazingthings.org.
